
ADVENT PRAYER: 
We give You thanks, Almighty God, at all 

times, and in all seasons.  For the holy 

season of Advent when we prepare to 

welcome Your Son, the Word Made Flesh, 

into our hearts, into our homes and into 

our lives.  Lord, purify our hearts and 

minds that we might be worthy 

tabernacles to welcome you into our 

world. Amen 

 

MELTZER FAMILY TRADITION: 
Vanessa Armstrong, a 6th generation member of 

the Meltzer family has continued in the family 
tradition of service.  Vanessa had a dream of 

opening a little free library.  That dream became a 
reality when she decided to restore the historic 
Liberty schoolhouse No. 2, located a couple of 

miles down ST. RD. 244.  After many years of wear 
and tear, the little schoolhouse was showing its 
age.  Broken windows and peeling paint left the 
1875 structure headed for demolition.  However, 
this treasure of the Meltzer family was reborn as 

the “Little Free Library” of Vanessa’s dream.  With 
the help of family and friends, the repair of the 
structure was finished.  Thanks to the Waldron 
Elementary School Library, the first 1000 books 
were donated.  Numerous others heard of the 

project and made their own donation of books.  
This “Little Free Library” opened to the public on 
October 1.  The hours of operation are Saturday 
and Sunday from 10:00 am-7:00 pm.  Books are 
available to take or donate during these hours.  

Stop by this “little” dream come true and enjoy a 
walk through Meltzer’s woods and experience 6 
generations of care and concern for the land and 

the Shelby County community.  Thank you, 
Vanessa! 
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

“Each of  us has a unique and particular call-something only we can do for God.  All it requires is for us to say 
yes-to give our fiat like Mary did so many centuries ago.”-Carrie Gress (Ultimate Makeover) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

12/28  
      Earl and Judy Weaver 
 

BLUE RIVER COMMUNITY FOUNDATION: 
Applications for High School Seniors 
graduation in the 2023-2024 school year 
are now being accepted.  The applications 
are also available current college students 
and adults pursuing a college degree.  For 
complete information and list of 
scholarships available 
go the website at: blueriverfoundation.com 
and look for the  
scholarship tab.   
Deadline for applications  
is January 15, 2023 or  
call Julie Alvis at  
317-392-7955 or email 
jalvis@blueriverfoundation.com 



 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                              

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

REST IN PEACE 

 

                                         Margaret A. Evans, 75, passed away on Tuesday, November 15, 2022.  Margaret is 

                                  survived by her husband David E. Evans, children: Gail (Tony Cathey, Natalie Pardue, 

                            Jean Marie (Aaron) Stevens, Lisa Ann (Mark) McDonald, Jeremy Andrew (Crystala) Evans, 

                  Katherine Louise (Rich) Boyce, Joshua Edward (Ronda) Evans and numerous grandchildren,  

                  great-grandchildren, nieces, and nephews.  Margaret was laid to rest following a private family 

                  service.  God rest her soul. 

 

Beckam Carue Hedrick was born on Thursday, 
October 27, 2022.  He weighed 6 lbs. 14 oz and was 20.5 
inches long. Beckam is the second child of Teresa and 
Tanner Hedrick.  Proud grandparents are Andy and 
Heather Beyer.  Big sister is Claire Hedrick.  God bless is 
new member of the family. 

Louisa Clare Foran was born on Wednesday, 
November 23, 2022.  She weighed 6 lbs. 4 oz. and was 
19 inches long.  Louisa is the first child of Maria 
(Matney) and Liam Foran.  Proud grandparents are 
Steve and Angela Matney.  God bless this new member 
of the family. 

BAPTISM; 
 
Jameson Wheeler Haehl was baptized on Sunday, November 20, 2022 at 
the 8:30 am mass by Father Mike Keucher.  Proud parents are Ryan & 
Sarah Haehl.  Godparents are Brady & Mandy Hurst, aunt & uncle of 
Jameson.   
Grandparents are Brian & Pat Haehl and  
Tim & Kathy Plunket.  Big sister is  
Reese Haehl.  God bless this new member  
of the St. Vincent family. 

Final Thoughts: 

2022 like most years has been filled with much joy and much sorrow.   
As this year draws to a close, I too have been blessed with the joys of  
family and friends who have shared their lives with me.  They have  
lightened the sorrow of loss and helped me to move on to a future  
full of love.   God bless you all.  A special thanks to Sr. Joan, Tammy  
Jones and all the people who have contributed to this newsletter,   
I wish a wonderful advent, a blessed Christmas, and a joyful New Year. 
-Pat Barley   

St. Vincent De 
Paul Purpose 

Statement 
“We joyfully 

share our gifts to 
nourish the 

community.” 



 

 

 

 

   

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE KNOW: 
Keep up to date on the St. Vincent/St. 
Joe parishes. 
New website:  www.shelbycatholic.org 
will let you see bulletins, newsletters, 
mass schedules and events. 
 
Flocknotes: This will allow you to 
receive updates to your email.  You may 
signup online at shelbycatholic.org or 
you may call the St. Joseph office for 
assistance at 317-398-8227. 
 

Bob Dalley 12/04 
Jerald Doddridge 12/04 
Mary Huntsman 12/04 
Emma Higdon 12/06 
Ted Hodson 12/08 
Fr. Mike Keucher 12/09 
Kristin Schoettmer 12/09 
Rex Fischer 12/12 
Kaylin Higdon 12/13 
Rylan Huntsman 12/13 
Sr. Joan Miller 12/13 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan Alexander 12/14 
Deborah Doddridge 12/15 
Jackie Runnebohm 12/15 
Carla Beyer 12/17 
Beth Ann Garrett 12/17 
Susan Wettrick 12/17 
Tyler Moorhead 12/18 
Barbara Harcourt 12/19 
John Kinser 12/19 
Jonathan Huntsman 12/20 
Beverly Claridge 12/21 
Lynn Eversole 12/21 
Jim Beyer 12/26 
 
 
 
 

Earlene Rosenfeld 12/26 
Erika Huntsman 12/27 
Henry Rahe 12/28 
Owen Rinzel 12/29 
Joyce Ford 12/30 
Rita Wertz 12/30 
 
 
 
 
 

SHELBYVILLE GIRLS SOCCER: 

Evelyn Kiefer, daughter of Brad and Lisa Kiefer and 
granddaughter of Dick and Sharon Kiefer, finished her 
senior soccer season by setting 2 school records on the 
same day.  As the season began, she had a record of 46 
career goals.  The school record of 70 was within her 
reach.  Goals on the soccer field and in life are important, 
but not at the expense of the other members of the team.  
As the season progressed, she continued to keep the 
team’s goals in mind.  She averaged 1.8 goals per game 
and helped the Golden Bears defeat some of their 
toughest rivals for the first time in years.  One such team 
was the Rushville Lions.  In that game the Golden Bears 
scored 14 goals.  In just as amazing fashion, Evelyn scored 
7 goals, setting a school record for the most goals scored 
in one game.  This effort also helped her surpass the 70-
career goal record to become the all-time leader.  Evelyn is 
quick to credit her teammates,  
coaches, and family for her  
success. Congratulations and  
continued success on the  
field and in life. 



 
PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE: 

The Parish Council met in the Parish Hall on 
Tuesday, November 15, 2022, at 7:00pm 

 
FINANCE:  Margaret Haehl reported Sunday collections are 
up 18.4% and YTD are up 11.3%. 
Total income is up 36.2% MTD and YTD up 11.1%. 
Expenses show there were additional mowings this year, 
prepaid fuel was paid in advance, and expense for boiler 
maintenance which Kenny Zauss is checking into why the 
bill is so high.  We will be getting a credit from Blue River 
Printing.  Also, there were expenses for new colored belts 
for servers.   There will be a correction in account as 
funeral dinner expenses were listed under parish picnic. 
 
BULDINGS AND GROUNDS:  David Adams reported that Sr. 
Joan and David made a repair to the church sacristy 
doorknob.  David also did his monthly picking up of limbs 
and threw them on the burn pile.   
David did some more investigating of what is allowed on 
the school ramp.  According to handicap code – we can 
have a 1 ½” slope in 12”, which is current slope.  It was 
discussed to leave the ramp main frame and install a new 
floor only.  It was asked if anyone know of any good 
welders to come check the project out.  A few names were 
suggested.  
 
EVANGELIZATION: Joan Knight reported November 5th there 
was a joint parish ministry retreat with 140 people in 
attendance.  A video was reviewed, and everyone was 
asked to share their experiences and joys given through 
their ministries.  An Advent video will be shown after this 
Sunday, the topic is – Do you know what’s missing?  This will 
be available on Flocknotes and by internet on both parish 
websites. 
Advent postcards will list all events with masses on back.  
It is suggested for anyone to send a postcard to someone 
they know who has fallen away from church.  
 
FAITH FORMATION: Mary Giesting was introduced and 
advised she is thrilled to be helping Sr. Joan with Religious 
Education.  There are currently 52 students in Religious 
Educations, with half being St. Joe students and the other 
half are from St. Vincent. She is trying to plan for next 
year's program soon. Trying to get younger parents involved 
and wanting to teach.  Religious Education is currently on 
Wednesdays from 6:15 – 7:15 p.m.  Considering maybe 
adding a couple more days.  
Sr. Joan reported there are 42 confirmation students – 5 
from St. Vincent and they meet 2 times per month.  Dave 
Gehrich and Marlene Hague are the teachers. 
 
ST. ANN ALTAR SOCIETY:  Amy Higdon reported they 
donated $500 for use of hall for the rummage sale.  They 
made over $4,000 at the rummage sale.  Altar society 
meeting is coming up Monday, November 21st and Amy will 
bring treats and gifts.  
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:  Brian Haehl reported last 
Thursday, 19 members attended the meeting.  He 

introduced Marvin Peters who attended the Parish Council 
meeting.   
Brian advised they meet the second Thursday each 
month.  He advised 2 members are working towards a 
patriotic degree.   
On October 19 – 4 Knights put tables and chairs away.  At 
the October 30 breakfast they raised over $550.  The next 
breakfast will be held on November 27 with 50% of funds 
going to Gibault, and other 50% to scholarship fund.  Also 
at that breakfast 13 servers at St. Vincent will be given a 
gift they can receive at the breakfast. 
4 Knights and 6 or 7 friends of family helped a fellow 
parishioner move to Charles Major Manor. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Greg Esslinger advised that the ramp needs 
to get an estimate done.  Another name that was brought 
up was to see if Matt Beyer might be contacted to see 
about the welding issue. 
Electricity in church – David Adams advised that the worker 
John Werbe from J.R. Wortman’s passed away a few days 
prior.  He was the individual they were working with on 
rewiring the church.  They will check with J.R. Wortman’s 
in a couple of weeks to see who they will send to represent 
them to discuss these issues. 
Sidewalk behind school – it was discussed there is a 
shortage of cement. It was suggested to put this project off 
until the spring. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Betty Lux had made a bequest to St. 
Vincent Church. Betty’s niece Wendy is administrator, and 
it was agreed that Betty wanted this church to last 
forever.  The council voted to give 5% to tithing and the 
remainder to split in thirds between the St. Vincent 
Endowment, St. Vincent Cemetery Endowment, and ADLF 
(Building).  
 
VISION COMMITTEE: Doug Rodgers introduced himself as the 
President of the vision committee which started pre-
pandemic.  He advised they are not an official group but 
trying to look to the future of the parish both near and long 
term.  What do we need to keep the parish viable and 
growing?  They have had a few successes and some ideas 
not so bright.  Some ideas have been discussed to improve 
electrical service in the church improved.  
There have been infrastructure issues as the schoolhouse is 
old, Sister’s house is old.  Question of keep maintaining or 
do we need to look at building new construction to take 
place of current old items.  If they do come up with any 
ideas, they believe would benefit the church, they will 
bring them to council to see if it is reasonable to move 
forward. 
Would like to have more participation and see that our 
parish keeps going.  Also, would like to see about getting 
younger members involved to keep things going. 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be Monday, 
January 17. 2023. 

 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    

      
1     
 

2     
Mass at 
8:15 am 

St.  Joseph 

 

3        
Mass 

5:00 pm  
St. Joseph 

4      
Mass 8:30 am 
St. Vincent 

 

10:00 am 
12:15 pm (SP) 

St. Joseph 
 

St. Ann Altar 
Society Party 
12:00 pm Hall 

 

 Confirmation 
4:00pm St V 

 

Youth Group  
6 pm 

5     
Mass 5:00 pm 
St. Vincent 
Adoration & 
Confession 

 
 

RCIA 7pm 

6     
Mass at 
8:15 am 

St. Joseph 
 
 

 
 

7    
 

No Religious 
Ed  

 
Anticipation 

Mass 
7:00 pm 

St. Vincent 

8 

 
Immaculate 
Conception 
Holy Day of 
Obligation 

Mass 7:15 am 
8:15 am 
7:00 pm 

(bilingual) St J 
 

K of C Business 
Meeting 6:30 pm 

9      
Mass 

8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

10    
Mass 

5:00 pm  
St. Joseph 

 

11   
 Mass 8:30 am 
St. Vincent 

 
10:00 am 

12:15 pm (SP) 
St. Joseph 

 
Youth Group  

6 pm 
 

Giving Tree 
Gifts are due 

12    
Mass 5:00 pm 
St. Vincent 
Adoration & 
Confession 

 
RCIA 7pm 

 
Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

8:15 am St. J 
Mass 7 pm (sp) 

13    
Mass at 
8:15 am 

St. Joseph 
 

 

14 
Mass at 
8:00 am 

St. Vincent 
 

Religious Ed 
6:15pm 

First 
Reconciliation 

Parish 
Penance 

Service 6:15p 

15       
 

 
 

16  
Mass 

8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

 
12 Hrs of 

Mercy 
9am – 9 pm 

St. Joe 

17  
Mass 

5:00 pm 
St. Joseph 

 

 

18 
Mass 8:30 am 
St. Vincent 

 
10:00 am 

12:15 pm (SP) 
St. Joseph 

 

 
Youth Group  
4 pm Caroling 

on Bus 

19     
Mass 5:00 pm 
St. Vincent 
Adoration & 
Confession 

 

 
RCIA 7pm 

 
SVDP Society 

6:30 pm 

 

20  
Mass at 
8:15 am 

St. Joseph 
 

 

21     
Mass at 
8:00 am 

St. Vincent 
 
 

No RE Class 

22 
 

23 
Mass  

8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

 

 

24  
Christmas Eve 

Mass 
5:30 pm and 

10:00 pm 
St. Vincent 

 
4:00 pm St. J 
7:00 pm (sp) 

 
 

25 
Christmas 

Mass 9:00 am 
St. Joseph 

 

 

26 
Mass 5:00 pm 
St. Vincent 
Adoration & 
Confession 

 

 
 

27 
Mass at 

St. Joseph 
5:00 pm 

 
 

28 
 

Mass at 
8:00 am 

St. Vincent 
 

No RE Class 

29 
 

30 
Mass  

8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

 

31 
New Year’s Eve 

Mass 
5:00 pm 

St. Joseph 
 

 



These stained-glass windows are found in the balcony area on the west and North side of Church. 

JEREMIAH 

In the Jeremiah window 

are found a pen and a 

brush, an almond bush 

and a clay vessel (jug).  

Jeremiah traditionally is 

found holding the 

branch from the almond 

tree which is also called 

the “watchful tree” 

referring to Jeremiah’s 

first chapter, and the 

pen and brush symbolize 

his status as prophet-as 

one writes down the 

word of God for people 

of God.  The vessel 

refers to the fact that 

Jeremiah gives us the 

image of God as potter.  

The jug is also symbolic 

of the fact that Jeremiah 

broke a vessel to 

symbolize for Israel the 

fact that Israel would be 

broken and taken into 

captivity. 

EZEKIEL 

In the Ezekiel window are found 

the symbols of a tower, a scroll, 

a pen, and some flame.  The 

tower stands as a symbol of the 

fact that Ezekiel made many 

references in his writing to the 

prophets being “watchmen for 

the people.:  the scroll alludes to 

the vision of the scroll that is 

found in Chapter 2 of Ezekiel.  

The flame itself is a cosmic 

symbol suggesting heat and 

passion and alludes to the fact 

that the prophets defended and 

protected, with all their strength, 

the faith of God’s chosen people.  

It is a symbol of the Spirit which 

guided them especially Ezekiel, 

in their teaching and leadership.  

It is the symbol of the love they 

held for God and His people.  The 

flame is also one of the most 

common and reoccurring 

symbols found in nearly all of the 

prophetic writings. 

Faces “Around the Parish”  - St. Anne’s Altar Society Rummage Sale helpers!! 


