
A WORLD OF DIFFERENCES 
China and Tibet have always been mysterious countries of interest to me.  I was able to travel for three weeks to           
both this fall and they still remain mysterious to me.  Beijing, China is the same latitude as Indianapolis so the fall 
weather felt very familiar.  That was about all that was familiar.  China is a beautiful country steeped in ancient 

tradition and superstition.  I was on an educational tour so we were welcomed into colleges, schools and the homes 
of people but the one thing noticeably absent in China was religion.  Tibet still has a strong Buddhist feel to it.  One of 
the first things I noticed driving in and around Beijing was the lack of churches.  Churches of any denomination!  On a 

bus trip I thought I spotted what could be a Catholic church not far from our hotel.  On a free Saturday afternoon, I 
had high hopes of finding it and Mass.  After walking 1.5 hours one way I had to give up.  No one at the hotel or with 
the program was particularly interested in helping me find Mass and taking a taxi alone was not a good option so I 

prayed alone in my room.  I went to Mass at St. Vincent’s the first morning back in the USA!  The value and sanctity of 
life is a value shared by most religions.  The lack of this value became apparent when a young man told me a story of 
how his father had been imprisoned after refusing to tell authorities where he had hidden his wife who was pregnant 
with a second child.  This was during the time when China enforced a one child one family policy.  I had read of how 

women who were found pregnant with a second child were forcibly removed from a home and forced to have an 
abortion no matter how far along in a pregnancy the woman might be.  Here was a young man standing before me 

telling me of how this was about to happen to his family when his father decided to take action by hiding his pregnant 
mother!  The reality and cruelty of what I had read had been verified first hand.  The sick feeling in the pit of my 

stomach was not only for all the babies, women and their families treated so cruelly but also for fear that someone 
may have been overheard this young man, now a father himself, tell the story to me.  The feeling of being watched 

and listened to was omnipresent.  This omnipresent government presence was even greater in Tibet.  I was in Lhasa, 
Tibet where the Himalayan Mountains surrounded us.  Tibet is an historically Buddhist country and now is a province 
level autonomous region of China, led by the People’s Republic of china.  You may remember the Dali Lama escaping 

to Indiana in the late 50’s as the Chinese presence became real.  There is still a Tibetan call for independence from 
China.  The result of this threat is an ever-present military and police force as well as propaganda banners which seen 
even more present than the beautiful Buddhist prayer flags that dot the hills.  You encounter this police presence with 

guns drawn as you visit any of the Buddhist temples in Lhasa.  There was no other religious presence of any kind.  
China is a country of contrasts.  I saw evidence of great wealth, especially in Shanghai, but even more evidence of a 
repressive government that ultimately controls that wealth.  While there is no longer a one child, one family policy 
there still are great restrictions on the people.  Education is valued and children are taught from an early age the 

importance of education.  While we were there a law was passed that severely limits the time children under 18 can 
play video games and be on line.  I am not certain that is such a bad idea so perhaps repression is in the eye of the 

beholder!  My trip to China and Tibet was a wonderful opportunity to experience a different culture and return home 
thankful for the freedoms we have in the United States.  As flawed as we sometimes find our political system, we are 

a democracy that rivals none.  How blessed we are to be living here in the United States of America with a 
government of the people, by the people and for the people. 

~ Anne Buening 
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH: 

 “Today more than ever, we need to pray for the light to know the will of God … for the love to accept the will 

of God … for the way to do the will of God.” St. Teresa of Calcutta, (The Joy in Loving) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We joyfully share our gifts to nourish the community.” 



Rest In Peace: 

          Dianne Reuter Lebryk, 60, passed away on Friday, November 15 at her home in 
Niles, Michigan.  She is survived by her husband, Dan, sons Paul (Christy), Anthony, 
12 brothers and sisters and her aunt Eileen Settles.  Dianne was a high school science 
teacher for 37 years.  Dianne donated her body to scientific research.  She will be laid 
to rest at a later date.  Dianne was very devoted to praying the Rosary. God Rest Her 
Soul. 
  
          Charles E. Shirk, 97, passed away on Tuesday, November 26.  Charles is 
survived by his daughter Melissa Shirk Freeman, 9 grandchildren, and 3 great-
grandchildren. Charles was preceded in death by his wife Patricia and several step-

children and a step-great-granddaughter.  Charles was laid to rest on Saturday, November 30, 2019 in South Park 
Cemetery following a funeral officiated by Rev. Cliff Bunch. God Rest His Soul. 

 
          Timothy W Lecher, 64, passed away Monday, December 2, 2019.  Timothy is survived by his wife Cathy, son 
Greg (Stephanie), daughter Katrina (Michael) Cherry, 4 grandchildren, 2 sisters, 1 brother and aunt Eileen Settles.  
Timothy was laid to rest on Saturday, December 7 in St. Mary Cemetery, Greensburg following a Mass of Christian 
burial officiated by Fr. John Meyer.  God rest His Soul. 
 
          Marian “June” Cord ,98, passed away on Tuesday, December 10, 2019.  She is survived by sons Thomas (Joyce) 
Cord, John (Gwen) Cord, daughters Susan Birmingham, Jane Crady, Lisa Taylor, 10 grandchildren, 20 great-
grandchildren, brother Omer Cord, sister Mary Alice Andrews and numerous nieces and nephews.  June was laid to 
rest on Saturday, December 14, 2019 in St. Joseph Cemetery following a Mass of Christian burial officiated by Fr. 
Mike Keucher and son Deacon John Cord assisting.  God Rest Her Soul. 
 
          Wilbur A. Hoeing, 91, passed away on Wednesday, December 18, 2019.  He is survived by his wife, Myrna, 
sons Richard (Diane), Ken (Denise), Donald (Maryalice), Kevin (Pam), Mike (Denise), Mark (Lori), David (Karen), 
daughter-in-law Pam. 21 grandchildren, 34 great grandchildren, 6 stepchildren and 4 sisters including Eileen Settles,  
Wilbur was laid to rest on December 21, 2019 in Calvary Cemetery, Rushville, following a Mass of Christian burial 
officiated by Fr. James Brockmeier at St. Mary Church, Rushville.  God Rest His Soul. 
 
          Allen L. Snow, 69, of Shelbyville, passed away on Sunday December 22, 2019 at St. Francis Hospital.  He is 
survived by his wife, Gloria (Leininger) Snow, sons, Andrew (Marijo) and Jarod (Christie), Sister, Jan Ann Snow 
Kirtley, Grandchildren, Great Grandchildren, Nieces and Nephews and also by Sister-in-law Gail (Kenny) Zauss. 
A Celebration of Life was held on Saturday, December 28, 2019 at Knights of Columbus, Shelbyville. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               PLAN FOR SERVICE:   
 
Ian Carter, Waldron High School senior, 
has always worked hard at his studies, 
tennis and track team.  Ian plans to 
continue to work hard in the service of 
his country. Ian has been accepted into 
the Navy when his high school career 
ends.  God Bless You. 
 

60 YEARS OF SERVICE: 

The Cancer Association of Shelby County is 

celebrating 60 years of service to the cancer 

patients of the county.  This organization assists 

between 80 and 110 patients each year.  This 

disease has touched the lives of nearly every family 

in Shelby County.  Thank you to Donna Harrell, 

director, Margaret Haehl and all the volunteers who 

give time and money to keep this organization 

functioning.  If you would like to volunteer or make 

a donation, stop by the Thrift Store at 31 Public 

Square or call 317-398-0100. 
 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

MARCH FOR LIFE:  47 years ago, on January 23, 1973 the 
Supreme Court of the United States declared that abortion 
should be a legal right. People of faith, especially the 
Catholic faith have been demonstrating and protesting this 
decision ever since.  This year will be no different.  Over the 
years there have been many ups and downs in the fight to 
protect and keep sacred the right to life.  Many states, 
including Indiana have been successful in limiting access to 
abortions.  Legal battles continue in many states such as 
Kansas, Alabama, West Virginia and Ohio to protect the life 
of the unborn. Some battles in states like Illinois, Missouri 
and New York are designed to expand the scope of abortion 
and allow more children's lives to end before they have a 
chance at life. 
The United States is not alone in this fight, The United 
Kingdom, Canada and Northern Ireland, to name a few are 
also embroiled in the battle.  Some laws in these countries 
have been used to force women to have abortions and 
submit to sterilization so that they will never be able to have 
a child. So, the battle continues.  If you can participate in 
the March to Washington D.C. there will be a group from 
Shelbyville going to D.C., details are in the bulletin. 
 

life MATTERS 

While the fight to end abortion 

continues, there are other issues that 

deserve our attention.  Were you aware 

that the federal government recently 

announced that it would resume 

federal use of the death penalty? This 

decision was temporarily halted when 

the courts refused to allow the 

execution of 5 inmates.  A recent 

Gallup poll found that for the first time 

in 34 years, 60% of the people polled 

preferred life imprisonment to the 

death penalty.   

Assisted suicide is now legal in several 

states from California to Maine and 

many countries around the world. 

The elderly and disabled are 

particularly in need of care to make 

sure they are not forgotten and 

abused. 

People of all faiths have been 

subjected to violence and hate crimes 

in this country as well as around the 

globe. 

The list goes on and on and it is easy 

to become overwhelmed by it all.  Have 

faith, have hope.  Pray for all who are 

affected by these issues, read Catholic 

literature and listen to Catholic news 

programs to discern right thinking.  

Most of all, be aware of the positions 

of the candidates on these important 

issues in the upcoming elections. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
The Waldron fifth grade girls' 
basketball team finished their season 
undefeated! Congratulations to our  
own “perfect” girl Grace Fischer 
and the entire team. 
 FAMILY AFFAIR   

Standout Waldron athlete, Lauryn 
Thomas, and her father, head coach, 
Anthony Thomas were recently pictured 
in the Shelbyville News sharing a hug 
during a recent game against Triton 
Central.  Oddly enough the Triton 
Central Coach and his daughter also 
share time on the court and off.  Both 
families strive for excellence in sports and 
in their relationship.  May Lauryn and 
her dad continue to share many happy 
moments. 
 

Charlotte Dean Stroup was born on 

December 17, 2019.  She weighed 8 

lbs. 1 oz. and was 19 ¼” long.  Proud 

parents are Conner and Lacey Stroup.  

Proud Grandmother is Debbie Stroup.  

God Bless this new life.   

 

 

 

Claire Marie Hedrick was born on 

November 29, 2019.  She weighed 5 

lbs. 15 oz. and was 19” long.  Proud 

parents are Tanner and Teresa 

Hedrick and Grandparents are Andy & 

Heather Beyer and Uncle David Beyer.  

God Bless this new life. 



Frank Poe 1/01 Barbara Bullard 1/16 Thomas Bogemann 1/22 
Marcia Adams 1/03 Donna Muckerheide 1/17 Anne Buening 1/22 
Hadlie Ross 1/03 Cameron Rodgers 1/17 Mallory Wessel 1/22 
Hallie Ross 1/03 Mark Weintraut 1/18 Jessica Doddridge 1/23 
Brianna Wettrick 1/03 Dwain Kuhn 1/19 Jenna Eads 1/23 
Kye DeWitt 1/05   Diana Daugherty 1/24 
John Kappes 1/05   Nicky Meriwether 1/25 
David Wheeler 1/06   William Rife 1/25 
Betty Covalt 1/08   Eric Wessel 1/26  
Alice Wheeler 1/08   James Ramsey 1/27 
Isabella Matney 1/13   Fr. Paul Landwerlen 1/28 
Teresa Nigh 1/15   Eileen Settles 1/28 
 

SAINT OF THE MONTH:  The man we know as St. Meinrad was born around the year 797.  He is 

believed to be a member of the family of the Counts of Hohenzollern.  He was educated at the 

Benedictine Abbey school of Reichenau, near Lake Constance by his relatives, the Benedictine Abbots 

Hatto and Erlebald.  It was here that he became a monk and was ordained a priest. 

Around the year 829 he decided to embrace a life of solitude and contemplation. And established a 

hermitage near Etzel Pass, located in the Alps, in present day Switzerland.  He took as his companion a 

statue of the Virgin Mary, purported to have miraculous powers.  The statue had been given to him by 

Abbess Hildegarde of Zurich.  His desire for solitude was not easy to achieve because his notoriety for 

sanctity caused many people to see him out for his council.   

   In 835, inspired by the Early Desert Fathers, he decided to retreat further into the forest, where he 

established his new hermitage.  This “new” hermitage is today the site of the Monastery in Einsiedeln. This new location allowed 

him to live a very simple life and passed on any gifts and his meager resources to the poor.   

   On June 21, 861, he had a premonition that two men who came to him for help were not who they appeared to be.  Despite 

this feeling he offered these men hospitality.  His premonition was correct and he was killed by these men searching for the 

supposed treasure pilgrims had given him.  This is why he is known as the Martyr of Hospitality. 

   After his death the hermitage continued to be occupied by a succession of hermits.  One such hermits name was Eberhard and 

he erected a monastery which was called Einsiedeln Abby.  St. Meinrad's remains were buried here in 1029. 

During the Middle ages his cell became the shrine of the Black Madonna of Einsiedeln and welcomed many pilgrims.   

   In 1854, when Einsiedeln established an Abby in America the name St. Meinrad was chosen.  How privileged we are that 

Indiana was the location chosen for the establishment of this Abby.  Over the years the Benedictines have dedicated their lives to 

training monks and priests to serve our needs. 

 

   

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

  

 

This cliché has surely been overused, but it is true 
that as we turn a new year on the calendar, we have 
a chance to turn our life around.  Take some time, as 
the new year begins, to evaluate the past year and 

decide what was good and what needs work.  This is 
a good time to look at your spiritual life   Are you 

happy with the direction you are going? Yes. Great! 
No. Why?  Now is the time to talk to your best 

friends, God the Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit.  They will help you to see where change 
is needed and advise you on how you can achieve 

your goal.  Look at your home and family, your parish 
and your community to see where you can become 
more involved and make a difference in someone’s 

life. I believe you can make a difference. I also 
believe that the person who will benefit the most will 

be YOU. 
 

Earl and Judy Weaver 

celebrated their Anniversary 

on December 28. 
 

 

 

 

Ken and Gail Zauss will 

celebrate their Anniversary 

on January 16. 
 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       

  
 

    
  

1       
Solemnity of 

Mary 
Holy Day  
9am Mass  
St. Joseph 

 
 
 

2 
 

3      
Mass 8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

4       
Mass 5:00 pm                              
St. Joseph 

5  
Epiphany 

Mass 8:30 am 
St. Vincent 

 

Mass 10:00am            
Mass 12:15pm 

Spanish 
St. Joseph 

 

Youth Group 
6 pm 

6       
Mass 5:00 pm 
St. Vincent 
Adoration &                 
Confession 

 
 

RCIA 7:00pm 
 

7     
Mass 8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

8     
Mass 8 am 

St. Vincent 
 
 

Rel. Ed 
6:15 pm 

9 
 

K of C 
Business 
Meeting  
6:30 pm 

10      
Mass 8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

11    
Mass 5pm                              
St. Joseph 

12   
Baptism of 

Jesus 
Mass 8:30 am 
St. Vincent 

Mass 10:00am            
Mass 12:15pm 

Spanish 
St. Joseph 

 

Youth Group 
6 pm 

13     
Mass 5:00 pm 
St. Vincent 
Adoration &                 
Confession 
5:30 – 6:00 

pm 
 

SVDP Society 
6:30 pm Hall 
RCIA 7:00pm 

14    
Mass 8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

 

 
 

15     
Mass 8:00 am 
St. Vincent 

 
 

Rel. Ed 
6:15 pm 

16       
 

17  
Mass 8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

18   
Mass 5pm                              
St. Joseph 

19     
Mass 8:30 am 
St. Vincent 

Mass 10:00am            
Mass 12:15pm 

Spanish 
St. Joseph 

 
Youth Group  

6 pm 

20     
Mass 5:00 pm 
St. Vincent 
Adoration &                 
Confession 

 
RCIA 7:00pm 

21    
Mass 8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

 
Parish Council 

7 pm Hall 

22     
Mass 8:00 am 
St. Vincent 

 
 

 
Rel. Ed 
6:15 pm 

23 
K of C Family 

Night  
6:30 pm 

24    
Mass 8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

25   
Mass 5pm                             
St. Joseph 

26 
Mass 8:30 am 
St. Vincent 

Mass 10:00am            
Mass 12:15pm 

Spanish 
St. Joseph 

 
Youth Group  

6 pm 

27 
Mass 5:00pm 
St. Vincent 

Adoration & 

Confession 

 
SVDP Society 
6:30 pm Hall 
RCIA 7:00pm 

28 
Mass 8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

29 
Mass 8:00 am 
St. Vincent 

 
 
 

Rel. Ed 
6:15 pm 

30 31 
Mass 8:15 am 
St. Joseph 

 

 


