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QUOTE OF THE MONTH:

“The past has flown away. The coming month and year do not exist. Ours only is the present's tiny point.”
Mahmud Shabistari
SAINT OF THE MONTH:
Saint Marianne Cope was born Mary Ann Barbara Koob (Americanized as Cope) on
January 23, 1838 in Heppenheim, Germany. Her parents Peter and Barbara Koob
emigrated to the United States in 1839 and located near Syracuse, New York. By
the time Mary was in the eighth grade, here father was very ill so Mary left school
and took a job in a textile factory to help support her family. From an early age
Mary was drawn to a deep devotion and desire to enter the religious life. After her
father's death in 1862 she was able to pursue her religious calling. Later that year she entered the convent of the Sisters of St.
Francis in Syracuse, New York. Mary spent time as a teacher, principal and hospital administrator in the Syracuse area. She first
established St. Elizabeth hospital in Utica, New York and then St. Joseph hospital in Syracuse.
In 1883 Mother Marianne Cope and six other sisters answered the call to assist Fr, Damien in the care of people afflicted with
Hansen's Disease in the Hawaiian Islands. She and the sisters took over the care of hospitalized patients near Honolulu until the
progression of the disease required transfer and confinement on Moloka'i. In November of 1888 Mother Marianne moved to
Kalaupapa to care for the children on Moloka'i as well as the care of the dying Fr. Damien. After his death she assumed much of
the responsibility for caring for all the inhabitants. Despite her work and close contact with the ill and dying, Mother Marianne
never contracted Hansen's Disease.
At the age of eighty, Mother Marianne passed away on August, 9, 1918 in Kalaupapa, Hawaii. She was beatified on May 14, 2005
by Pope Benedict XVI and Canonized October 21, 2012 by Pope Benedict XVI. St. Marianne Cope's (St. Marianne of Moloka'i)
Feast Day is celebrated on January 23.

A PARISHIONER'S PRAYER
POPE FRANCIS'S
INTENTION FOR JANUARY:
Evangelization: Young People.
That young people, especially
in Latin America, follow the
example of Mary and respond
to the call of the Lord to
communicate the joy of the
gospel in the world.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!
Ken and Gail Zauss 1/16

My parish is composed of people like me. I
help make it what it is. It will be friendly, if I
am. It will be holy, if I am. It will do great
work, if I work. It will be prayerful, if I
pray. It will make generous gifts to many
causes, if I am a generous giver.
It will bring others into worship, if I invite
and bring them. It will be a parish of loyalty
and love, of fearlessness and faith, of
compassion, charity and mercy, if I who
make it what it is, am filled with these same
things. Therefore, with the help of God, I
now dedicate myself to the task of being all
things that I want my parish to be. Amen.
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Since 1984, when President Reagan issued a proclamation designating January
22 as the first National Sanctity of Human Life Day, churches and all people of
faith have taken the opportunity to praise God for the gift of life. This date was
chosen because it was on January 22, 1973 that the United States Supreme
Court legalized abortion-on-demand in all Fifty States.
Since that day millions of lives have been terminated before they began. This
year, January 20 is designated as Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. How will you
praise God for your life? There will be demonstrations locally and in
Washington D.C. if you can participate. You can make a donation of time and
or money to our local Clarity, pregnancy resource center. You can offer your Mass intention for all life. You
can take time to pray a rosary for life. You can take time to visit an elderly family member or friend. Make a
decision to thank God that you have been fearfully and wonderfully made. Be sure to watch the Criterion
for dates and times for Diocesan events and the bulletin for local events.
Trevor and Melissa Poe
welcomed their second child,
Longmire Keith Poe to the
family on December 4, 2018.
Longmire weighed 8 pounds
6 ounces. Loving sister is
Zaylee. Proud grandparents are
Frank and Penny Poe and
John and Diana Harness.
God Bless this new life!

The Lady Mohawks have been having a
great season. They are now ranked
Number 7 in Class A. All of the ladies
have worked hard to accomplish this
rating. Lauryn Thomas has certainly
Dominic Kessler is working to achieve the rank of Eagle Scout.
played a major role in their success.
This is a rank that only a truly dedicated Scout can achieve.
She recently hit a pair of free throws at
Dominic is having a spaghetti lunch in the St. Vincent Parish Hall
a crucial point in the game. The Lady
on Saturday, January 19, 2019 from 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM. The
Mohawks won a tight one, 36-34 over
cost of the luncheon is the donation of canned goods, nonperishable items,rival
paperMorristown to clinch the win.
products or personal care items. All items collected will be
Congratulations to Lauryn and all of
donated through the parish food drive to local food pantries. Please
the Lady Mohawks. Continued success
help Dominic achieve his goal. Come, donate and enjoy a
for the remainder of the season.
delicious lunch

PARISH COUNCIL
The St. Vincent Parish Council did not meet in December.
The next meeting of the Council will be Tuesday, January 15 at 7:00 PM in the
Parish Hall. All members of the parish are welcome to attend.

St. Vincent Purpose Statement: We joyfully share our gifts to nourish the community.
PARISH MINISTRIES: The St. Vincent Parish
offers a variety of ministries to serve God and
Community. If you are involved, Great. If you are
not involved, Why Not? Consider joining one of
the ministries this year.
Benevolent Committee: Prepares and serves
meals for families following the burial of a loved
one. Contact: Eileen Settles 765-525-9956
Ministry of Praise and Mercy: Pray daily for
holiness and for the encouragement of
Eucharistic adoration. Contact: Carol Shaw 317392-3171.
Building, Grounds and Cemetery Committee:
Help to ensure the care of the church property
and buildings. Contact: Dave Adams 765-5259828.
Shelby Co. Catholic Community Respect Life
Ministry: The joint parishes committee works to
sustain and support the holiness and wholeness
of human life. Contact: Denny Frye 812-5286588.
Communications Committee: Ensuring all
members of the parish are informed about
activities in the parish. Contact: Pat Barley 765265-7195.
Faith Formation Committee: Assist in
establishing a life-long desire for learning about
and practicing the faith. Contact: Joan Knight:
765-461-7833.
Evangelization Committee: Outreach to nonactive parishioners and un-churched members of
the community. Contact: Pat Barley 765-2657195.
Finance Committee: Prepares, presents and
updates parishioners regarding parish income
and expenditures. Contact: Margaret Haehl 317402-3991.

Liturgy Committee: Supports and schedules
persons involved in all aspects of the daily
liturgy. Contact: Paula Perry 317-388-4186
Social Committee: Promote a sense of
community through social activities throughout
the year. Contact: Earlene Wheeler317-6972788.
Social Justice Committee: Assist the
disadvantaged, in our parish, community,
Archdiocese and world. Activities include,
monthly food drive, Salvation Army dinner and
Charity Tea. Contact: Joan Knight 765-461-7833
Knights of Columbus: Charitable works and
fundraising to ease the plight of those who are
less fortunate. Encourage a steadfast faith
among its members. Contact: Bob Dalley 317850-2447.
St. Ann Altar Society: Organization dedicated to
supplying the needs of the
Church Alter and fostering love and respect of
the virtues of St. Ann. Contact: Eileen Settles
765-525-9956.
Prayer Line: Pray for parishioners, family and
friends who are ill or just in need of prayer.
Contact: Pat Barley 765-265-7195
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Joint Parishes
organization dedicated to spiritual growth
through serving the poor in our area to the best
of our abilities. Contact: Jim Carrier: 317-4079304.
Religious Education: Advance the education of
the youth of the Parish in the tenets of the
Catholic faith. Contact: Sr. Joan Miller 317-3984028.

ST. ANN ALTAR
SOCIETY: The Altar Society would like to thank everyone who attended

the annual Christmas party. Twenty baskets and cards were sent to the
members of the parish who are unable to fully participate in activities. A
special thank you goes to Jim Carrier and Zola Ernstes who delivered
most of the baskets and cards as they made their weekly rounds to take
Communion to our home-bound. God Bless all in the New Year.
A special thanks to Fr. Mike Keucher, Sr. Joan Miller, Deacon Tom Hill,
Ethan Apsley, Elizabeth Duffy and Gaye McKenney for the wonderful Advent – Christmas booklet of daily
meditations. Much love and thought went into this project and I for one hope it will not be their last. If you
didn't pick one up, there are still a few copies available at each church door.

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY: Care packages, for use by the
St. Vincent de Paul Society, to help those in need of basic
necessities for the bath, kitchen and laundry were prepared by students at St. Joseph School. Each year
the students do a community service project. This year Fr. Mike suggested that the beneficiary of this
generosity should be the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Project coordinator, Shawna Schroeder and the
students agreed that this was a wonderful opportunity to share God's blessings.
Each class collected items to be placed in the care packages. The students sorted and filled bags with
soap, wash cloths, socks, toothpaste and laundry supplies. Also included in each package was a prayer
card.
Volunteer Teri Mackey and the students filled her vehicle to its limit with these packages. Mrs. Mackey
delivered the care packages to the Society's storage facility so that they will be readily available when
needed for distribution. The Society is very appreciative of the generous donation of the St. Joseph
School students.

NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS: Each year most of us decide that the beginning of the new
calendar year is a good time to improve ourselves. Most of us fail miserably by the
end of January and give up. As Catholic Christians most of us already made plans for
change at the beginning of Advent. How well did you do? If you are anything like me,
you did well with some things and not so well with others, Great. You have a second
chance to rethink and renew your resolve to improve in the New Year. Make this a
great new year!
If you haven't made any resolutions, allow me to make some suggestions:
1.

Resolve to make this the year you spend time reading Holy Scripture each day, If
you are free on Monday morning at 10:00 AM, you may want to consider joining
the Bible study group led by Fr. Mike.

2.

Resolve to donate just a little more of your time, talent and treasure to the
parish or your favorite charity. The list of these is nearly endless. Pick a
favorite and follow through.

3.

Do something nice for someone each day and for yourself as well. You matter.

4.

Start and end your day by recalling all that you have to be grateful for and thank
God for his blessings.

